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Green light for $7.5m

ignition-lock proposal

GARY ADSHEAD
CHIEF CRIME REPORTER

Cabinet has signed off on a 57.5
million program which will
force repeat drink-drivers 1o
install breath-testing devices in
tseir cars despite the fact it will
cost the 5tate Government
milliong of dollars in bost fines
TEVETNE,

A copy of a confidential Cabi-
fiel SLMMAry shest Puts an ol
o speculation aboul the ignition
interlock devices and how ther
will operate in WA,

“The scheme will be manda-
tory for repeat offenders con-
victed of driving with a bleod
aloobol content of 0.08 per cent
of above and those with a first-
time conviction for driving with
a BAC of 0,15 per cent or
above,” the Cabinet document
reads.

According to the docoment,
taken to Cabinet by Police Min-
ister John Kobelke, drink-
drivers will have to pay $150 &
month o have the interlock
systems in their cars for & mini-
mum of six months after serving
driving suspensions, but in
return their fimes will be waived.

"Ag a result; it = esbimated
that fine revenue associated with
drink-driving convictions will
b reduced by $4 million per
annum,” the report sid.

End of the line: The Cabinet document says gnithon Interock devices will be mandatory for repeat offondars.

Cabinet was told those placed
in the interlock scheme will have
o carry @ specal lieence to ndi-
cate their restriction to drive
only after the device has per-
formed a breath test.

Further penalties will be
incurred by anyene in the
scheme bound driving e ditferent
wiehicle from the one fitted with
an ignitien-losking devies,

Thess people could also be
forced to undergo treatment for

aleshol-related problems at a
cost to the Government of $1400
a person. But the Cabinet min-
ute concedes there could be a
range of problems associated
with making the program work.
In Wictoria, where the scheme
has been roundly criticised,
many drivers who hmsh their
pericd of suspension fail to
apply fur a pew Doance beoaue
they want to avoid having an
interlock fitted to their car.

“The interlock scheme may be
contribwting o an increas: m the
number of unlicensed drivers in
Victorz," the report warmed.

Another concern is how the
system would work in remote
Aboripinal communities where
resibents nead vehicles to drive
hundreds of kilomefres lor sime-
Pple reasons such as shopping.

A marketing campaign ooit-
ing about 565,000 is expected to
begin within weeks,
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