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Bill propos

By MARK OSWALD
The MNew Mexican

The 1999 Legislature will consider a
bill that would require convicted drunk-
en drivers to have their cars equipped
with devices that would keep them from
starting il the DWI offender has been
drinking.

“Under this system, the penalty
occurs right at the right time,” said
Richard Roth, chairman of the Santa Fe
County DWI Coordinating Council. “The
penalty is the inability to start your car
when you're about o break the law and
endanger you and me by driving Srunk.”

Rep. Patsy Trujillo-Knaver, D-Santa
Fe, has agreed to sponsor the legisla-
tion. “This may make those repeat DWI
numbers go down,” she said.

About 37 states now have programs

using “ignition interlock™ devices to
curb drunken driving.

A Breathalyzer is attached to the
offender’s steering wheel. Using a
mouthpiece, a driver must exhale into
the device befare turning the key.

If the blood-alcohol level is abave &
set limit, the ignition is locked and the
car cannol be started. Roth said he
believes the blood-aleshol limit for the
devices in New Mexico should be 04
percent — hall the .08 percent level at
which a driver is considered legally
drunk in New Mexico.

The devices have computers that
record all readings — when a car was
started, what the driver’s blood-alcohol
level was when tested — and this infor-
mation would be provided to courtson a
monthly basis, Roth said.

" Jail doesn't really work, and it costs
you and me,” Roth said. “This lets peo-

ADVANTAGES OF IGNITION-INTERLOCKS

Interlocks test breath aleohol content (BAC).

Car will not start if driver is impaired (BAC > .04)
Failure to start car provides timely feedback to offender
Interlocks have proven effectiveness at reducing DW1's

Interlocks allow offender to drive when sober
Offender pays all costs: $60 to install plus $60 per month
Interlock stores all BAC data
Provader downloads BAC data monthly
Court gets monthly repont of offender’s BAC 1ests

“Iail doesn't really
work, and it costs you
and me.”

RICHARD ROTH
chairman of Santa Fe County DW]
Coordinating Counctl

ple drive to work to suppoct their fami-
Iy or go to the grocery to get food. They
just can't drive drunk.”

Ignition interlock programs have
been tried intermittently in New Mexi-
co before. In Grant County, Magistrate
Judge Ron Haill is undertaking a new
program using the devices, said Muiriel
Kirchmeier, Grant County DWI coordi-
nalor.

Roth said that in the proposed state

rogram, offenders would be charged a
50 to %80 installation fee and $2 per
day for each day the device is in use. He
said the legialation will propose that
offenders — starting with first-offense
DWI — must drive with the locking
devices for six months without evi-
dence of trying to drive drunk before
the locks are removed,

Roth said the fees — which would go
to one of several companies that manu-
facture and maintain the devices — are
less than or about the same as fines
allenders now pay, and that $2 a day is
leas than what drunken drivers spend on
average for booze.

There are loopholes under the proposed
system. DW1 convicts can borrow or rent
anather wehicle or have someone else
blow into the Breathalyzer, for instance

But manufacturers of the Jocking
devices have produced schemes — such

THE EFFECT

es igniticn-lock devices for DWI offenders

as requiring 1 econd “rolling retest
while the car = moving — to try la
block cheaters who use others to start a
car. The devices can record when
attempts sre made to disconnect or
wire around the locks,

There would be no cost to the state,
although clerical work would be required
for courts tw maintain the monthly
reports of the information recorded by
the locking devices, Roth said.

Linda Atkinson of the DWI Resource
Center in Albuquergue — a longtime
advocate lor tougher DWI Jaws — said
she supports using ignitivn loecking
devices. "We can't get the Legislature to
take away the cars of people who drive
drunk, but this is a way to put a lock on
the trigeer of their weapon, so o
speak,” she said.

She said Mew Mexico should study
how other states have used the devices

Interlocks reduce repeat DW1's by over 50%
Interfocks would save $250,000,000 per year in NM
Interlocks would save 50 lives and 1000 injuries per year in NM
Interlocks would eliminate 2500 DWI court cases per year in NM

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Rep. Patsy Trujillo-Knauer, bill sponsor

Dr. Richard Roth, author of bill (505347 1-4764
e-mail: DickRoth I@AOL. com
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Anti-DWI device demonstrated
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Sherry DiBlar /The Associated Press

Richard Roth speaks with reporters outside of the Roundhouss in  who's with the DWI Planning Council of Santa Fe, was in the
Santa Fe on Tuesday, where he demonstrated a hand-held device that Roundhouse this moming trying to drum up support for a bill
measures a driver's blood-alcohol content. If the driver has had too introduced in the state House of Representatives that would require
much to drink, the device prevents the vehicle from starting. Roth, the devices in the vehicles of repeat DWI offenders.

~Jan 19, 1999

Show-and-Tell for Legislators
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Odyssey of a Citizen Lobbyist
Talking Points for UU Forum
by Dick Roth March 7, 1999
1. IDEA: A. Ignition Interlocks for all DWI offenders; Mandate 6 mo. zero-tolerance
B. Enforce Auto Insurance Law. Ins. Companies Notify MVD via Internet.
2. RESEARCH: Law, Studies, Recommendations, Alternatives, Vested Interests.
3. ALLIES: Contact Relevant Persons and Organizations-
MVD, TSB, Police, Judges, DWI Planning Council, MADD, AOC, Prosecuting Attorneys, DA’s,
Insurance Companies, Ignition Interlock Manufacturers and Service Providers, NHTSA, NCA,
TV, Radio, Newspapers, (AARP, Lions, NEA, AB)
4. SPONSOR(S): Patsy Trujillo Knauer, Max Coll, Ben Luan, Lucky Varela, Phil Griego
Talk to Governor: Thursday Morning Sessions
5. DRAFT the Legislation:
A. have legislator give idea to Legislative Council Service (3mos)
B. Get the help of an Lawyer experienced in the appropriate area. AG, MVD, DA
C. Read existing law and try to write the changes yourself. No. No. No.
6. PUBLICITY:
A. If the idea is good enough they (Press) will come.
Save $250M 50 lives 1000 injuries 2500 court cases Safer Roads
Show and Tell for Legislators
B. Distribute Handouts to Legislators and Press.
112 copies to Legislative Mail Room
20 copies for Governor and Press
C. Write Op Ed Piece or Letters to Editor.
D. Offer Yourself and your idea to Media.
7 Jseibthe8 AWK ING of Relevant ORganszadiiysh aiadiyaskyiduals:




8. LOBBY:Talk to as many legislators as possible: Leave Brief Information.

Esp. Ray Sanchez and Manny Aragon

9. ACTIVATE SUPPORT:
Get backers to come to hearings to testify: Uncertain Schedules, Long Waits

10.
11.

LISTEN: to your critics and prepare thoughtful responses.
EXPECT RATIONAL SELF INTEREST: Advocates for other solutions.

Treatment Providers, Jailers, Lawyers, Agencies which do not want more work.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

PATIENCE: Busy Legislators, Long Committee Agendas, Tedious Committee questioning.
PRIORITY OF SPONSOR: Insurance Bill, 52 other bills, committee chair.
PERSISTANCE: If at first you don’t succeed....

COMPROMISE: tough for idealists and zealots: required for most legislators.

POWER: One powerful legislator can influence entire committee or legislative body.
RESPECT: the question and the questioner before answering.

PURPOSE OF LEGISLATURE:

?As much to stop frivolous legislation from becoming law, as to make new laws.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

NM CITIZENS FOR LAWS THAT WORK: bottle return, helmets, auto insurance,
MOST PEOPLE ARE TOO BUSY TO HELP: Try for organizational support.
http://legis.state.nm.us Schedules, Bill Locator, Legislators, Bills

Legislative Switchboard: 986-4300 Identify Self; simple message & Bill #
Governor: 827-3000

LETTERS to the Editor, The New Mexican, 202 E. Marcy St., Santa Fe, NM 87501.
PROTOCOL: What you should say and when you can say it.
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Essential Components

. Research on Effectiveness, Cost-
Effectiveness, and Fairness.

. Committed Bipartisan Legislative
Sponsors.

. Victims willing to lobby.

. Support of Governor, Judges, Police,
DOT, MVD

. Publicity
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Do your homework
Study existing research and laws:

Research that supports effectiveness
http://www.Icadts.org/reports/AlcoholinterlockReport2.pdf

Laws that get interlocks installed.

— On Conviction: Interlock or House Arrest
— On Arrest: Interlock or Immobilization

— On Revocation: Mandatory Period of Interlock
before Reinstatement

e |nclude First Offenders ...60%-80%
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Legislative Sponsors

Commitment is Essential. Legislators
sponsor many bills that they allow to die.

As Powerful as Possible: eg Majority Floor
Leader or Chair of Judiciary Committee.

As Many as Possible

As Bipartisan as Possible
Provide Talking Points

Provide FAQ'’s to all Legislators
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Victims

Get Support of MADD

Get Victims who are willing to Testify
Utilize Recent High Visibility DWI's
Drag a DWI Totaled Vehicle to Capital

| etters to Editor from Victims and
Advocates

ldentify Legislators who have been Victims
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Essential Supporters

Governor

Committed Bi-partisan Legislative Leaders
DOT ...TSB (TEA 21 issues)

MVD (Extra Work & Unfunded Mandates)

MADD

AOC. Courts and Judges (Extra Work)
DA'’s, Public Defenders
Local Newspapers and TV

Support or at least no opposition
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Potential Opposition

Judges who do not want mandatory
sanctions.

Criminal Defense Lawyers who want to
be able to get minimums or less for clients

Alcohol Lobbyists...but only behind the
scenes...they don't like DWI...just B.L.$

DOT because of transfer of highway funds
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Publicity
Talk to Reporters (Press Releases etc)
Get on Talk Radio Shows
Write Op-ed Article
Lots of Letters to the Editor

Do something weird but relevant.
Sponsor a DWI Day at Legislature

Give Awards to effective LEA, Judges etc
Get AARP Involved..They have the time to Lobby
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Alcohol I1s an Equal-Opportunity
Life Destroyer.

e DWI cuts across boundaries
of race, religion, income,

and occupation.

e But In New Mexico we have
a special sanction for
Judges....
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Goals

e Get Interlocks into the vehicles of all those
arrested for DWI as soon as possible after
arrest.

» Keep interlocks installed until there is
evidence of Alcohol-Free Driving for a
significant period of time. Eg 1 year.

e Mandate additional sanctions and/or
treatment for those who do not drive
Alcohol-Free.

October 24, 2006 Roth's Lobbying Odyssey




Roth’'s Recommendations
. Immobilization or Interlock between DWI
arrest and adjudication.

Mandatory Interlock for at least one year

for all convicted offenders with electronic
monitoring or immobilization as the only alternatives.

. Compliance Based Removal. Requirement:
No recorded BAC > .04 by any driver for a year.

. An Indigent Fund with objective standards.

Mandatory Period of Interlock before
Unrestricted License Reinstatement.
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4. Interlock License as an Alternative to Revocation.
5
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